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“of any length, for Commodore Van-

derbilt did not build the New York

were expanded to a six-track ssystem.

There was a curious oversight in
this statement, especially curious in
view of the fact that another Ameri-
can, for many years a business as-
sociate of Mr. Rogers, had construct-
ed with his own funds a railway sys-
tem 200 miles longer than Mr. Rog-
ers’ tidewater railroad, and a system
involving unique, unparalleled rail-
way construction, since for many
miles the bed of the railway is sup-
ported by viaducts built upon the
coral reefs that surround the coast of
Florida to the south,

Mr. Flagler’'s venture is believed to
have been more expensive than that
by which Mr. Rogers now makes
through communication from the sea
to some of the coal fields of West Vir-
ginia.

‘Mr. Flagler, while companionable
in one way, nevertheless seems to
prefer retirement, while Mr. Rogers
rejoices in good company. In one
sense he is more democratic than Mr.
Rogers, often finding pleasure with

_plain men, with the workingmen and

artisans who ride in the smoking car
between New York and Mamaroneck.
In his 79th year he steps aside from
the presidency of his Florida East
coast railroad, but he goes on with
the plansisaid to involve considerable
investment in Cuba and probably
some kind of associatipn with the Cu-
ban system of railroads, at least the
railroad that stretches from Havana
to the eastern end of the island.

Mr. Rogers’ rai‘road is understood
to have cost, directly and indirectly,
about $20,000,000. Mr. Flagler's
Florida system represents a larger
investment than that if his hotel
properties be included. Rich a man’
as Mr. Flagler is, it has been the
judgment of business men of New
York city that he has invested the
greater part of his fortune in this
railway system and in the develop-
ment of southern Florida.

What that development may be is
illustrated by the experience of a man
of capital of thiscity a few yearsago.
A railroad was projected in southern
Florida, and the promoters relied up-
on the security of bond and mortgage
placed upon many thousand acres of
land, which was in the ownership of
these promoters. A charter was ob-
tained from the state of Florida.
Some money, about $300,000, was
borrowed in this city, the late Sena-
tor Calvin S. Brice and Gen. Samuel
Thomas standing as sponsors for the
loan. The project came to naught.
The loan was carried by an institu-
tion in hope that some day there
might be a realization of perhaps 50
per cent upon it. -

A proposition was made to a com-
petent man that he undertake to dis-
pose of this railroad and the lands.
He did make such disposition of the
railroad’s charter and right of way
as to enable Mr. Flagler to bring it
into his Florida East Coast system.
The negotiations. with Mr. Flagler
had been completed only a few days
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when a proposition was made invol-
ving, if accepted, the sale of the land.
So great a sum was offered for this
land that the original loan could have
been paid off, and the agent who con-
ducted these negotiations, a financier
who was formerly controller of the
currency at Washington, received as
his honorarium $150,000. Being cu-
rious to know what new value of lat-
ent wealth was in this land he discov-
ered that a syndicate, having tested
it, found that it was especially adapt-
ed for the cultivation of pineapples.

PROBING CHARACTER.

A Test That Told the Young Woman
All She Wanted to Know.

“Mr. Gunbolt, 1 am pleased to
make your acquaintance,” said Miss
Greenscout, a debutante of the sea-
son.

“The pleasure rests upon my
shoulders entirely,” answered Gun-
bolt, a young man of considerable
consequence to himself.

“I just heard you are from Hank-
town.”

“Yes, 1 lived there for several
years, but the place got too slow
for me. I had to move to a larger
city.”

“I suppose we have some mutual
friends then,” continued Miss
Greenscout. “You know I visited
in Hanktown several summers ago.
I suppose you know Dollie Wrinkle,
whose father owns a hardware
store ?”

“Sure! Dollie was one of my old
sweethearts.”

“Is that so? What a coincidence!
Let me see, what street was it Dol-
lie lived upon ?”

“Out on Chestnut,” replied Gun-
bolt.

“No, indeed, you are mistaken.
Mr. Gunbolt, it was Walnut street.
I can remember perfectly the state-
ly mansion with the magnificent
vard and the beautiful walnut trees
surrounding the home.”

“I beg your pardon, but my im-
pression is that it was Chestnut.
Probably the family has moved ?”

“No, it was Walnut. Dollie told
me that she had lived in the house
all her life. You see, I visited at the
place and ought to know. She was
so sweet. Wasn’t it too bad about
her mother dying ?”

“Is her mother dead?” queried
Gunbolt, feigning surprise. “She
must have passed away after I left.”

“Why, what do you mean? She
died when Dollie was an infant.
Really, Mr. Gunbolt, I don’t believe
you ever knew Dollie Wrinkle.”

“Well, to tell the truth, Miss
Greenscout, I never heard of her un-
til you mentioned her name just
now, and I didn’t even know Hank-
town was on the map.”

“That’s my situation exactly,”
responded the debutante supremely,
“lI just wanted to get an insight
into your character before our
friendship went too far. Goodby.”
—St. Paul Pioneer Press.

A Bad Lot.

Gibbs (visiting)—What sort of
neighbors have you here?

Dibbs—A bad lot. There’s a
blacksmith who’s engaged in forg-
ing, a carpenter who’s done some
counter fitting and a couple of fel-
lows next door who sell iron and
steel for a living.

CABTORIA.
Beans the The Kind You Haw Bought
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Some Insects Increase.
“We are the army of the great
gd. e lmllnd,..m
2 ed, we
m“"dadwmm.nqm
that is in it.”

Thus, say the Arabs, the locust
addressed And,although
»tbbellttctullyh&:mmymm
than a hundred ere are man

tother creatures power of mul-
tiplication vastly exceeds that of

this terrible insect plague.

The common house fly is an in-
stance in point. It has been com-
puted that one fly in March is rep-
resented by 300 on the 24th of
April, and by August that number
has been squared twice, making the
total progeny amount to the appall-
ing number of 8,100,000,000.

he house fly lays eggs, the flesh
fly or bluebottle produces living
larvae. Supposing a female to pro-
duce fifty young, a very small esti-
mate, and half of these to be fe-
males, a eingle season would see one
bluebottle turn into 508,000,000 of
flesh devouring insects.

What a merciful thing it is that
we have so many allies in the shape
of birds and wasps and flying eating
insects, who combine to keep down
our enemy, the fly.

Nearly all insects increase rapid-
ly. The queen bee will lay eggs at
the rate of 300 an hour, but even
she cannot compete with the ter-
mite, the so called white ant. The
queen termite has been known to
lay 84,000 eggs a day and to keep
up an average of 80,000 a day for
the whole of the laying season,
which lasts about a month.

The life of the queen bee is, how-
ever, longer than that of the ter-
mite. She lives and goes on laying
for four or five summers and in her
lifetime lays at least a million and
a half of eggs.

All who have gardens know what
a pest the green fly, or aphis, be-
comes. It seems to cover rose trees
like magic.

The aphis is, in one way, the most
startling of all forms of insect life,
for, although the females can and do
lay eggs, its usual method of in-
crease is by a sort of budding proc-
ess, the voung growing on the
bodies of the parents exactly as
brussels sprouts grow out of the
stalk of the plant.

The old produce young at the
rate of twenty-five a day, and as the
young are at once mature each can
produce its twenty-five on the fol-
lowing day.

It positively frightens one to work
this multiplication out to a conclu-
sion, for it means this: Supposing
that the aphis could increase and
multiply without interference, the
twenty-fifth generation would be a
number too long to quote here. Put
down a one and follow it with twen-
ty-eight naughts, and you will be
within a few millions of it.

But fish are the champion egg lay-
ers. The average number of eggs
in a halibut is 3,500,000, while a
good sized cod may contain as many
as 9,000,000. A small one pound
sole has been found to have 134,000
eggs.

Of land animals the rabbit holds
the palm for rapid increase. A rab-
bit breeds seven times a year, pro-
ducing about eight young at a time.

It will be seen, therefore, that the
bird as egg laver comes last of all.
Indeed, the poor, common or gar-
den hen, whose eggs are those we
most esteem, is left hopelessly out
of nature’s egg laying race.—Balti-
more Sun.

He Almost Remembered It.

Donald had returned from a visit
to the country and was full of rem-
iniscences of persons and things
that had interested him. “I met a
boy, mamma,” he said, “that had
the queerest name I ever heard. He
said his folks found it in the Old
Testament. It was—it was—let me
see—yes, it was Father William or
William Father. I’ve forgotten just
now which. But it was one or the
other.”

“But, Donald,” said his mother,
“there is no such name as Father
William or William Father in the
Old Testament.”

“Are you sure, mamma *”’

“I certainly am, dear. I have
read it through several times. Wil-
Ham is a comparatively modern
name. It isn’t anywhere in the Bi-
ble.”

“Well, but—oh, 1 remember
now!” exclaimed Donald. “It was

Bildad !”"—Youth’s Companion.
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: HARDWARE !

Jas. Pritchard & Son

Handle the Finest Lines of
Heavy and Shelf Hardware

.

.+ Qur Stock of
Guns and Sporting Goods
IS complete at all times

£ Paints and Oils of Quality
one of our Specialties

Quotations for large or small orders will
be given personal attention. Mail Orders
solicited and promptly filled

TIMTUOSVIILLI.E

This word with - Waae mas

the trade-mark Q &venn
onlbagofcement.meamlhatitcon'hhstheonlyhy&m&
cmemhd\ewaldmdebyEXACracienﬁﬁcmqﬂlo&.

EDISON
Portland Cement

Raw materials tested automatically for cementing properties everv
m:nute as they come fiom crushers—mixture proportioned on thesc
tesis to ke every pcund alvovs the same strength—bumed in lon:
kins at uniform temperature, so never over or

underburmed—then powdered

Uniformly Fine as Flour

Most economical because it binds 10% more
sand than any other on the market. Ask the
dealer why or send divect to us for free bookle: ..

East Coast Lumber & Supply Go
Distributors for the East Coast

POR

l-éummer Fertilizing

Citrus Trees

This is a very important application, for a liberal supply
of food at this time increases the size of the fruit and gives
a large bearing surface for next year’s crop. You cannot
aﬂ'ors to economize (?) on fertilizer. Neither should you
delay about applying it. Nature calls for help in May and
this is the time when fertilizer will do the trees the most
good. Later agplicationa prolong the growth and therefore
the maturing of the fruit, thus makinﬁhe crop late and sap-
ping the vitality of soil. Write to us about them and ask for
our%ooklet, ““Good Old Summer Time in the Orange Groves.”’

Ideal Fruit and Vine Manure
Special Fruit and Vine Manure
Peruvian Fruit and Vine Manure

W. & T’s. High Grade Fruit and Vine

Wilson & Toomer
Fertilizer Company

JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
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